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Publishing Sustainability Research and Application
MICHIGAN JOURNAL OF SUSTAINABILITY (MJS)
REACH PRACTITIONERS
Publish in a peer-reviewed journal targeted toward sustainability practitioners who are interested in
applying innovative research to address complex challenges. Communicate how your results are relevant
to real-world applications.

SUPPORT FUTURE FACULTY
Help the graduate students who manage the sustainability journal to gain expertise with the peer-review
and editing process, and the process of publishing and promoting the journal.

ADVANCE SUSTAINABILITY
Elevate the level of sustainability scholarly efforts within your institution by contributing innovative
content to advance sustainability research and practice. Communicate emerging best practices, and
support sustainability practitioners in the field.
“It [MJS article] helped us continue to build off the work we originally did on our course and
forced us to synthesize and focus our ideas.”
— Elizabeth Palchak, University of Vermont PhD student
You are invited to submit sustainability research content that will be useful to and usable by practitioners
and policy makers who bridge the science-policy-public divide. We encourage timely, innovative, and
informative content translating research that involves human-environment interactions.

FOSTER COLLABORATION
The Michigan Journal of Sustainability is managed by graduate fellows, publishing timely, stimulating,
and informative content. Contributing authors translate scholarly research, field work and sustainability
problems into useful formats for practitioners and policy makers. Journal editors foster transdisciplinary
communication about collaborative efforts to understand multiple aspects of projects or problems, often
transcending specific disciplines to inform collaborators and project outcomes. Collaborative teams may
create new concepts, theories, methods and innovative approaches.

SUBMIT ABSTRACTS
Submission of abstracts, in advance of full manuscripts
helps ensure content is in alignment with the current
issue’s focus area. Previous articles highlight research
methods and sustainability best practices. Photo essays
show sustainability through the vision of a photographer or
videographer. Frequent areas of exploration identify gaps
in our understanding of climate variability and change,
livable communities, and sustainable freshwater systems.

THREE FOCUS AREAS
1
2
3

Sustainable ecosystems
Livable communities
Climate variability and change

PEER REVIEWED
The journal of sustainability is peer-reviewed by an
editorial team. The review process includes these steps:
• Authors submit abstracts for articles through the
online submission system.
• The Editorial Review Team, includes in-field 		
experts, external reviewers, and others.
• Comments are provided to author(s) via an 		
online submission application tool.

CONTACT
E-mail: mjseditors@umich.edu
Phone: 734-615-8230
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CONTENT SUBMISSION, REVIEW AND EDITING PROCESS

SUPPORT

Content Submission: MJS publishes two annual issues, including articles, photo essays and
other content.

MJS is published by the University of
Michigan with support from the Graham
Sustainability Institute and the Dow
Sustainability Fellows Program.

• All content is submitted online, via the MJS website.
• Abstract submission deadlines for the two annual issues occur in. 			
September and February (see details online).
• Types of Content and Style Guidelines.
• Example Articles (current issue or browse issue).
Review Process: Content for consideration will be reviewed by two in-field and one out-of- field
expert, and a member of the MJS editorial board. All content will be reviewed for accuracy, quality,
and relevance to the focus of the Journal.
Editing Process: One member of the Editorial board is assigned to each author. Editors will provide
authors with consolidated comments from the peer review process, and suggest improvements
for accuracy and clarity through an online submission and review process supported by Michigan
Publishing Services.
Editing suggestions may include removing jargon, and shortening the overall length of the article, if
necessary. Editors support authors through the revision process, until the final content is accepted
for publication.

PUBLICATION PROCESS & COPYRIGHT
Once accepted for publication, content will be copyedited, formatted and returned to authors for
review. Any corrections made after approving copyedits, other than minor printing errors, will be at the
author’s expense. MJS is published in partnership with Michigan Publishing Services.
Copyright Requirements: Copyright of the Work (articles and any images) remains with the Authors.
If the article is published, all Authors will grant the Journal, during the full term of copyright, and any
extensions or renewals of the term, the following:
• An irrevocable, non-exclusive right to reproduce, republish, transmit, 		
sell, distribute, and otherwise use the Work in electronic and print editions of the Journal,
and in derivative works throughout the world, in all languages, and in all media now known
or later developed.

The Graham Sustainability Institute engages,
empowers, and supports faculty and students
from all U-M units and integrates this
talent with external stakeholders, fostering
sustainability solutions at all scales. We
believe that diversity is key to individual
empowerment, and the advancement of
sustainability knowledge, learning and
leadership. Individuals, corporations,
foundations, government agencies, and the
University of Michigan support the Institute.
The Dow Fellows Program at the University
of Michigan supports full-time graduate
students and postdoctoral scholars who
are committed to finding interdisciplinary,
actionable, and meaningful sustainability
solutions on local-to-global scales. The
program prepares future sustainability
leaders to make a positive difference in
organizations worldwide.
Learn More:
http://graham.umich.edu/
http://sustainability.umich.edu/dow

• An irrevocable non-exclusive right to create and store electronic archival copies of the 		
Work, including the right to deposit the Work in open access digital repositories, 		
such as the MJS website.
• An irrevocable non-exclusive right to license others to reproduce, republish, transmit, and
distribute the Work under the condition that the Authors are attributed. Currently, this is
carried out by publishing the content under a Creative Commons Attribution- 		
NonCommercial- NoDerivs 3.0 license.
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